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COMMEMORATE THE BLOODY TRAGEDY 
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- FIFTH or MARCH, 1770. 


Mr. JONATHAN MASON, jun. 


* Been to the public, Glorious flame |! 
1 Celeſtial ardor J in what unknown worlds, 
«© Haſt thou been bleſſing myriads, ſince in Rome, 
* Old virtuous Rome, ſo many deathleſs names 
4 From thee their luſtre drew? ſince taught by thee 
Their poverty put ſplendor to the bluſh, = - 


% Pain grew lvxurious, and even death gelight ? ? | | 
Tuourson, vol. 2, p. 336. 


«© Unbleſt by via rux, government and league 
Becomes a circling junto of the great 

4% To rob by law. 
c What are without 1 Senates, ſave a face 

© Of conſultation deep and reaſon free, 

% While the determin'd voice and heart are ſold ? 

© What boaſted freedom ſave a ſounding name? 

t Ard what election, but a market vile. ; ; 

„Of ſlaves ſelf barter'd ? 1255 


JJ. 8 J - ou 
PariTED Jou GILL, in Cour: STREET. i 
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4 T a Meeting of the 7 reeholders and other Tabobitant: of the 
Town of BOSTON, duly qualified and legally warned in 
public Town- Meeting aſſembled. at Faneuil-Hall, on Ry 
the fixth Day of March, 1780. 


| ON 2 Motion made and ſeconded, en That the 


Hon. John Hancock, Eſq; 
Witham Cooper, Eſq; 
Ezekiel Price, Eſq; 

Mr. Bartholemew Kneelauc 
William Tudor, Eſq; 

John Lowell, Eſq; 

Ellis Gray, Elg; 
Be and hereby are appointed a Committee to wait upon Mr. 
Jo ATHAN MAS ON, Jun. and in the Name of the Town 


to thank” him for the ſpirited and elegant ORATION 


delivered by him at their Requeſt, in Commemoration of the 
horrid Maſſacre perpetrated on the Evening of the fifth of 


March, 1770, by a Farty of Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment, 
under the Command of Capt. Thomas Preſton, and to requeſt of 


him a Copy thereof for the Preſs. 
Atteſt. WILLIAM COOPER, Town-Clerk, 


— 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Candaur and Generoffiy of my Fellow-Citizens, 
which I have already experienced, leads me with Cheerful- 
neſs to ſubmit this Performance to their Peruſal, in full Confi- 
dence that the Efforts of him who means well, will from them 

receive the mildeſt Correction poſſible. | 

Jam, with the utmoſt Reſpect, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obliged, and 
Moft obedient humble Servant, 


Bosr ox, March 6, 1780. 
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JONATHAN MASON, Jun, 


My FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS, 


depend upon the proportion of public ſpirit and the 
love of virtue, which is found to exiſt among them, 
ſeems to be a maxim eſtabliſhed by - the univerſal 
conſent and I may ſay experience of all ages. | 


MAN is formed with a conſtitution wonderfully adapted for 
ſocial converſe and connection. Scarcely uſhered into the world, 
but his wants teach him his inability, of himſelf, to provide for 
them. Wrapt in aſtoniſhment, with an anxiety inexpreſſible, the 
ſolitary exiſtant looks around for the aid of ſome ſriendly neigh- 

8 | bour, 
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1A T the greatneſs and proſperity of a people 
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pour, and ſhould he perchance meet the defired object; ſhould 
he find one, endowed with intellectual faculties, beſet with the 
fame wants and weakneſſes, and in all reſpects the very image 8 

himſelf ; ſhould he find bim with a heart open to mutual kind offi- 
ces, and a hand ſtretehed out to beſtow a proportion of his labour, 
with a boſom glowing with gratitude, his ſoul is on the wing to 
| expe the ſenſe he entertains of the generous obligation. | 


; 


A CONFIDE NEE is eftabliſhed between, kim and his bene factor, 
they ſwear perpetual friendſhip, and a compact for mutual pro- 
tection and aſſiſtance becomes imperceptably conſented to. Thus 
doubly armed, together they purſue their morning rout to ſatisfy 
| thoſe demands only which nature reminds them of, and while the 
ingenuity of the ons Is exerciſed to cnſrare, the ſtrength of the 
other is perhaps employed to ſubdue . vigorous * 5 


Sy 


Turin little family ſoon encreaſes, and as their ſocial ring 
becomes gradully enlarged, their obligations to each other are 
equally circular. oneſt induſtry early teaches them that a part 
only is ſufficient to provide for the whole, and that a portion of 
their time may be ſpared to cull the convericnces as well as ap- 
peaſe the wants of nature. Property and perſonal ſecurity appear 
to be among the firſt objects of their attention, and acknowledged 
merit receives the unanimous ſuffrage to preſide guardian over the 
rights and pri eledges of their infant ſociety. The advaniages de- 
tived are in a moment experienced. Their little policy, | erected 
| | upon 
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upon the broad baſis of equality, they know of no ſuperiorty but 


that which virtue and the love of the whole demands; and while 


with chearfulneſs they entruſt to his care a certain part of their 


natural rights, to ſecure the remainder, the agreement is mutual, 


and the obligation upon his part equally ſolemn and binding to re- 


fi ign them back, either at the inſtance and requeſt of their ſovereign = 
pleaſure, or whenſoever the end ſhould be perverted for which he 


received them. 


InTEGRITY of heart, benevolence of dipoſit ition, the love of 
freedom and public ſpirit, are conſpicuous excellencies in this ſelect 


neighbourhood. Lawleſs ambition is without a friend, and the in- 
| ſinuating profeſſional pleas of tyrants, ever accompanied by the 
magnificence and ſplendor * of luxury, are unheard of among 


them, but ſimple in their manners and honeſt in their intentions, 
their regulations are but few and thoſe expreſſive, and without the 


aid of extreme refinement, f by a univerſal adherance to the ſpirit 
of their conſtitution, and to thoſe glorious principles from which 


that 


* 4 mode of living above a man's annual income, weakens the State, by reducing 


to poverty not only the ſquanderers themſelves, but many innocent and indaſiricus 


perſons connected with them, Luxary is above all pernicious in a commercial 


State. Small profits ſatisfy the frugal and induftrious, but the laxarious aeſpiſe 


. almoſt every branch of trade but what returns great profits. 
| Home's Ki, of man, p. 113, vol. 2. 


In the ſavage State man is almoſt all bedy with a very ſmall propertion of ming 
In a ſlate 


In the maturity of civil ſociety, he is complete both in mind and bedy. 
of degeneracy by luxury and voluptueuſneſs, he has neither mind nor body, Id. 114. 


7 There « are very few laws which are not good while the Stats retains it's principles, 


Monteſq, 6. 8. c. 13, 
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that ſpirit originated, we find them attaining real glory; we find 

them crowned with every bleſſing that human nature hath ever 
known of; we find them in the poſſeſſion of that ſummit of ſolid 
happineſs that univerſal depravity will admit of, 


PATRIOT ISM is effential to the reſort and ell being of 


every free government. To 8 love one's country has ever been 


eſteemed henorable, and under the influence of this noble paſſion 
every ſocial virtue is cultivated, freedom prevails through the whole, 
and the public good is the object of every one's concern. A Con- 


ſtitution built upon ſuch principles, and put in execution by men 
poſfeſſed with the love of virtue and their fellow men, muſt always 


enſure happineſs to it's members. The induſtry of the citizen will 
receive encouragement and magnanimity; heroiſm and benevolence 
will be eſteemed the admired qualifications of the age. Every the 
leaſt invaſion on the public liberty, is conſidered as an infringe- 
ment on that of the ſubject; and feeling himſelf rouſed at the ap- 


pearance of oppreſſion, with a divine enthuſiaſm he flies to obey 
the ſummons of his country, and does ſhe but requeſt with zeal he 
reſigns the life of the individual for the preſervation of the whole. 


Wir nor ſome portion of this generous principle, anarchy and 


confulion would immediately enſue, the | jarriog intereſts of indivi- 
| duals 
| {\ The amor patrie or patrietiſm flards at the bead of ſocial affections, and fo high in 
or eee, that no ations but what preceed ſrem it, are termed grand or her1ic. 
It triumphs over every 72 ſaſb motive, is a firm ſupport to every virtue, and 
wherever it prevails the mcralt 2 the perple are feund to be pure and corre, 
Elements of Criticigu. 
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duals 3 them Pe TU and indifferent to the welfare of 
others, would ſtill further heighten the diſtreſſing ſcene, and with | 
| the aſſiſtance of the ſelfiſh paſſions, i it would end in the ruin and ſub- 

verſion of the State. But where patriotiſm is the leading prineiple, 

unanimity is conſpicuous i in public and private councils. The Con- 
ſtitution receives for it's ſtability the united efforts of every indivi- 
dual, and revered for it's juſtice, admired for it's principle, and for- 
midable for it's ſtrength, it's fame reaches to the fkies. 


SHOULD we look into the hiſtory of the antient republics, we 
ſhall find them a ſtriking example of what I have aſſerted, and in 
no part of their progreſs to greatneſs, producing ſo many illuſtri- 
ous actions, and advancing ſo rapidly in the road to glory, as when 
actuated by public ſpirit and the love of their country. The Greeks 
in particular ever held ſuch ſentiments as theſe in the higheſt vener- 
ation, and with ſuch ſentiments as theſe alone they eſtabliſhed their 
freedom, and finally conquered the innamerable armles of the Eaſt. 


' WHEN Xerxes, 4 the ambitious prince of Perſia, vainly thinking 
that nature and the very elements were ſubject to his controul, in- 
flamed with the thoughts of conqueſt, threatning the ſeas ſhould 
they reſiſt with his diſpleaſure, and the mountains ſhould they op- 
poſe his progreſs : When after having collected the armies of the 
then known world under his banners, he entered the bowels of 


of Greece, leading forth his millions, relolutely bent upon the diſ- 
ä B ttuction 


By Herod. C. 7,6, $6—99, and Rollin An. Hi. # | 
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truction and extirpation of this ſmall but free people; what do we 
perecive to be their conduct upon fo alarming an occaſion? Do they 
tamely ſubmit without a ſtruggle? Do they abandon their proper- 
ty, their liberties and their country, to the fury of theſe mercileſs 
invaders ? Do they meanly ſupplicate the favor, or intreat the hu- 
manity of this haughty prince? No! Senſible of the juſtice of their 
cauſe, and that valor is oftentimes ſuperior to numbers ; undaunted 
by the appearance of this innumerable hoſt, and fired with the 
glorious zeal, they with one voice reſolve to cſtabliſh their libertics 
or periſh in the _— 


View them at the moment . the armies of their enemies, 
like an inundation, over-ſpread their whole Grecian territory; 
when oppreſſion ſeemed as tho collecting it's mighty force, and li- 
berty lay fettered at the ſhrine of ambition, then ſhone forth the 
h-avenly principle, then flamed the ſpirit of the patriot, and laying 
aſide all ſentiments of jealouſly, as tho favored with the prophetic 
wiſdom of Heaven, with bravery unexampled, they charge their 
foe, and fighting in defence of their country, ſucceſs crowns the 
virtuous attempt. With three hundred Lacedimonians, * one only 
of whom was left to tell the fate of theſe intrepid men to their 
weeping country, they gonquered the combined force of the whole 
Eaftern world, . TuE 


2 237 brave Latedimenians thought it became them who were the clue ſoldiers of 
the chf people of Greece. to devote themſe'ves to certain death, in order to mak? 
Ide Perſians ſenjible how d ficult it is te reduce ſreemen to flavery, and to f teuch 
the reſt of Greece, by their example, etther to vanguiſh or to periſh. Aon 
ment was afterwards erected to the memory of Leonidas and thyſe who fell with bim 
al „T ; upon which was this inſcriptions  — 5 | 
Dic. hoſpes, Spartæ nes te hie vidiſſe ju cents | 
Dum, ſanctis patc:z legibus obl:quin. ur, | Rollin. 
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Tur priviledges ad] immunities of the F- States of Holland 
| after a conteſt of forty years, in which they withſtood: the exer- 
tions of their powerful neighbours, being eſtabliſhed by the force 
of this ſingle principle, which appears to prevail both in the Senate 
and the field, might alſo be adduced in ſupport of what I have 
advanced, but, my fellow-countrymen, we cannot want additional 
proofs ; the living hiſtory of our own times, will carry conviction 
to the lateſt poſterity, that no State, that no community, I may 
fay that no family, nay even that no individual can poſſibly flouriſm 
and be happy, without ſome portion of this ſacred fire, It was | 
this that raiſed America from being the haunt of the ſavage, and the 
dwelling-place of the beaſt, to her preſent ſtate of civilization and 
opulence : It was this that hath: ſupported her under the ſevereſt 
trials: It was this that taught her ſons to fight, to conquer and to 
die in ſupport of freedom and it's bleſſings ;. and what is it, but 
this ardent love of liberty, that has induced you, my fellow citizens, 
to attend on this ſolemn occaſion, again to encourage the ſtreams 
of ſeuſibility and to liſten wich ſo much attention and candour to 
one of the youngeſt of your fellow citizens, whoſe: youth and 
inability plead powerfully againſt kim, while the annual tribute is 
paid to the memory of thoſe departed citizens, who fell the firſt 
facrifices to arbitrary power. Check not ſuch generous feelings. 
They are the fruits of virtue and humanity, and while the obliga- 
tions you remain under to thoſe unhappy men, lead you to ſhed 
the ſympathetic tear, to dwell with pleaſure upon their memories, 
and execrate the cauſes of their death, remember that you can 
never repay them. Ever bear it in your minds, that ſo implicit 


was the confidence you willingly placed in that country, that owed 


F Temple's Obi 


—— Wert . N 0 CIP I 
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to you her aff: Qion, that notwidiſianding the introduction of that 


inhuman weapon of tyrants into the very heart of your peaceful 
villages, you ſtill would feign rely upon their deceitful aſſertions, 
and paint the deformed monſter to your imaginations as the miniſ- 


ter of peace and protection. Men born in the boſom of liberty, 


living i in the exerciſe of the ſocial affections in their full vigor, hav- 
ing once fixed them upon particular objeQs, they are not haſtily 
eradicated. Uuaccuſtomed to ſport with, and wantonly ſacriſice 
theſe ſenſible overflowings of the heart, to run the career of paſſion 


and blinded luſt, to be familiar with vice and ſneer at virtue, to 


ſurprize innocence by deceitful cunning, and aſſume the ſhade of 


friendſhip to conceal the greater enmity, you could not at once 
realize, the fixed, the deliberate intention of thoſe from whom 
you expected freedom, to load you with flavery and chains, and 


not till inſult repeated upon infult : Not till oppreſſion ſtalked at 
noon-day through every avenue in your cities : Nay not till the 


blood of your peaceful brethren flowed through your ſtreets, was 


the invenomed ſerpent to be diſcovered in the buſhes : Not till a 


general treſpaſs had been made upon the keeneſt feelings of human 


nature, and the widowed mother was ſummoned to entomb the 
cold remains of her affeRionate ſon ; the virtuous boſom to reſign 


its tender partner, -and ſocial circles their neareſt friends ; could 


you poſſibly convince yourſelves that you and Britain were to be 
friends no more, Thrice happy day! The conſequences of which 
have taught the sos of AMERICA that a proper exerciſe of public 
ſpirit and the love of virtue hath been able to ſurprize and baffle 


the moſt formidable and moſt 3 tyranny on earth. 
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PATRIOTISM is a virtue which will ever be univerſally admir- 
ed, even by thoſe incapable of poſſeſſing it. Its happy eſſects are 
equally viſible in individuals as in States, and if we beſtow a mo- 
ments reflection upon the heroes of antiquity, who have been de- 
ſervedly celebrated by ſucceeding generations, both for their abili- 


ties and conduct, we ſhall find that the true ſource of their great- 


neſs was this ſpirit of freedom, and their inviolable attachment to 
the intereſt of their country. 


Wir an attentive ſilence we liſten to the hiſtorian while he re- 
lates to us the integrity of conduct, the invincible courage, the 


: earneſt plow of ſoul, and the ardent love of liberty which was ex- 
_ hibired in the lives of thoſe illuſtrious men, and ſo great were their 


virtues that we are ſcarce able to credit them, but as the dreams of 
fancy, or the fictions of the ingenious. | 


| IT is recorded of the celebrated“ Timoleon, general of Corinth, 
that notwithſtanding he was blcſt with a temper ſingularly humane, 
and with feelings that were ever rouſed at the miſeries of his fellow- 


men, he loved his country ſo paſſionately, that after making uſe of 
' every argument in his power to convince an eldet brother of his 


crror, for attempting ta become the tyrant of it, he devoted him 
to death; a brother on whom he had previouſly p.accd his aff. ion, 
and whoſe life being expoſed to the fire of an enemy in-a ſercre 
battle, he had before ſaved at the great riſque of his own, Even in old 
age, after a period of rigid retirement for twenty years, WC arc at- 
trafted by the diſintereſted conduct of this exalted patriot. | 

„A. Lin. 5 885 


SIS. 
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Wur x. the Syracuſians, groaning under every ſpecies of cruelty, 
which luſt, avarice and ambition could inflict, ſupplicated their gene- 
rous neighbours for aſſiſtance, to alleviate thoſe miſeries they them- 
ſelves had been expoſed to. Timoleon, urged to accept the com- 
mand of the Corinthian Auxiliaries, at firſt heſitated, his age, his 
manners, his private happineſs and the endearments of his family 


? | forbid it; but ſeofible that he was but a member of the commu- 
\ 7 nity, and ſtung by the cries of innocence, his inclinations were 
ö . but of trivial moment in competition with his duty. — | 

/ . 

5 View him at the head of his choſen army, aſſembled to plead 


| the cauſe of ſuffering virtue. In poſſeſſion of arms and of power 
if inclined to pervert, them, are his principles changed with his 
ſtztion ? Are his thoughts bent on conqueſt or on death? Or does 
he entertain a ſecret wiſh to ſeize the moment of confidence, and 
pl build his greatneſs upon the ruin of the diſtreſſed, to remove one 
f tyrant to reinſtate another? No, but fired with a generous glow 
: of ſoul, fired with the manly ſentiments of freedom, with an im- 
x; placable hatred to oppreſſion of all kinds, he marches his troops to 
H : the deliverance of this afflicted people, and with a firmneſs becom- 
ing ſoldiers, fighting under the ſtandard of liberty, after a ſeries of 


Fi fatigue and toil, harraſſing marches and fierce conflicts, he de- 
l: | thrones the tyrant, and is proclaimed the deliverer of Syracuſe, — 
4 Having reſtored tranquility to this unhappy country, repeopled: 
tt their cities, revived their laws, and diſpenſed juſtice to all ranks 
B and claſſes, he reſigned his command, and retreated once again 
p . | to the private walks of life, accompanied with the grateful acknow- 
1 ledgments of millions as the patron of their liberty and the ſaviour 


of 
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of their country. Heppy man ! endowed with ſuch 8 noble 


ſoul, prone to feel for the misfortunes, and rejoice in the happi- 


neſs of his fellow-creatures. 


Bur why need we reſort to diſtant ages to furniſh. us with 


inſtances of the effects of patriotiſm upon individuals ? Will not the 
preſent day afford at leaſt one illuſtrious example to our purpoſe ? 
Yes, my fellow-countrytnen, AMERICA, young AMERICA too, 
can boaſt her patriots and heroes, men who have ſaved their coun- 
try by their virtues, whoſe characters poſterity will admire, and 


with a pleaſed attention, liſten on tiptoe to the ſtory of their glo- 


rious exertions. Let us pauſe : a moment 1 upon the leled cata- 
N and take the firſt upon the lift. 


View him in his private ſtation, and here, as though Provi- 


dence for his excellencies had ſelected him for her own ; from the 


extenſive circle of humanity, we perceive him enjoying her richeſt 
diſpenſations. By an affluent fortune placed beyond the reach of 
poverty or dependence, blefs'd with the ſocial circle of friends, and 


Happily connected by yet more endearing ties; peaceful reflections 


are his companions through the day, and the ſoothing ſlumbers 
of innocence hover over his couch: Charity preſides ſteward of his 


hovſhold, and the diſtreſſed are ever ſure to receive from his boſom 


that figh which never fails to conſole, and from his cheek the al- 


leviating tear of ſympathy, Having reached the ſummit of human 


felicity beyond even the picture of his moſt ſanguine expectations, 


it is indilerent to him as an individual, whether prince or people 


rule 


1 
| 
| 
{ 
| 


rule the State, but nurtured in the boſom of freedom, endowed: 
with a greatneſs of ſoul, ſwallowed up with public ſpirit and the 

love of mankind, does oppreſſion ſcatter her baleful prejudices, 
does ambition rear its guilty creſt, friends, 1 relations and fortune 
are like the duſt of the balance. The pleas of nature give way 

to thoſe of his country, and urged on by heavenly motives, he 
flies inſtantly to her relief. Sce him while grief diſtracts his boſom, 

at the effuſion of human blood, graſp the ſword of juſtice and 

buckle on the harneſs of the warrior. See him with fortitude un- 

parrallel'd, with perſeverance indefatigable, deaf to pleaſure and 

deſpiſing corruption, chearfully encountering the ſevereſt taſks of 
duty, and the hardieſt toils of a military life. Modeſt in proſperi- 

ty, and ſhining like a meteor in adverſity, we behold this patriotic 
hero, with a ſmall army of determined freemen, attacking, fighting 
and conquering an army compoſed of the braveſt veteran troops of 
Britain. Ds 5 1 


AND ſhall we, my countrymen. ſtop the current of gratitude ? 
And can we forbear teſtifying our joy upon the ſucceſs of fuch 
ſingular exertions ? Shall we ſcal his death before we thank him for 
his ſervices ? By no means. — Our acknowledgments will irrefiſtably 
flow from us. to this deſerved object of admiration, and his very 
actions will ſting the ſoul of the ungrate ful wretch, until he is for- 
ced to admire their luſtre, and confeſs his inability to equal them 

SOME 


ft Cari /unt perenter, cars liberl, tropingui, familiares, fed omnes omnium caritates 
patriæ wia complexa eff, pro quis borus dubitet mortem eppetere? Cors. 


I? 
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SoMRH there are, who, Roman like, would baniſh him for his 
good conduct; but whfic we copy the ſpirit of this great people, let 
us not be as diligent to catch their viees. Such conduct is incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſentiments of freemen, and ſurely we cannot forget 
that he has ſaved our country. | 


Rtwanps * and puniſhments are in the hands of the public, 


and it is equally conſiſtent with generoſity and humanity, to be- 


Now the one, as infliò the other. We cannot be too cautious in 
the objects of our gratitude, let merit, conſpicuous merit be the ſtand- 
ard to which our praiſes ſhall reſort, and. it will excite a noble 
emulation in others, and let us rather forbear that reſpect, which 


is too often found attendant upon the rich, though their wealth 


has been amaſſed with the ruin of their country. 


Bur the praiſes of us are not the patriot's only reward; with an 


.approving conſcience, ſweetning the declivity of life, his invitation 


is to the ſkies, there to receive a far more precious reward, for the 
:cſtabliſhment of that principle to which ſince the origin of mankind, 


heaven hath paid an immediate attention. 
| Q | WHERE 


One mithed of preventing crimes is te reward virtue. If the rewards for the diſce- 
very of uſeful truth havs increaſed our knowledge, and multiplied gaod books, it it 
not probable that rewards, diſtributed by the beneficent hand of a ſovereign, would 
alſo multiply virtnous ations. The coin of honor is inexhauſlible, and is abundart- 

& fruitfel is the band! "of a prince who l u it wiſely. Marg of Beoca. 
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Warr the brave youth with love of g hey fi red, 

% Who greatly in his country's cauſe expired, 

& Shall know he conquered. The firm patriot there, 
„Who made the welfare of mankind his care, 

** Tho' ſtill by faction, vice, and fortune croſt 

D Shall find his Te labor was not loſt,” 6 


Such is the progreſs of public ſpirit and the love of virtue, and 


it is the only pillar, upon which can fafely be erected the happineſs 


of mankind. Without ſome play of the ſocial affections in every 
ſociety, without ſome barrier to oppoſe the ſtormy paſſions of in- 
dividuals, without ſome general attachment to the public welfare, a 
door is open to ambition and political corruption, + luxury and 
ſcifiſhneſs become faſhionable vices, and the ſpirit of the govern- 


ment is perverted ; the public good is neglected, the riches of the 
State inſecure, the liberty of the ſubject lighted, and the attempts 


of the tyrant made ſucceſsful by the follies of the people. | 


Wu ar but the want of patriotiſm that hath buried in ruins the 


mighty empires of Greece and Rome; that Randing armies, the 


. ſcourge 


1 Ca ate, 


+ The Mirian, the Perfian and Gratian, the three firſt univerſal movarchies, nally 
fork under luxury and corruption ; and it is well lnewn that the Romans did net 
preſerve their (ibertle; fer half a century after bring debauched by the (nxury of 

ſia, but fall à prey to itt vices, and » was al length On by the Guth's and 


| F andalt. 
f * 
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ſcourge of the innocent prevail throughout all Europe; that the 
pages of hiſtory preſent to our view ſo melancholly a picture of 
- the human ſpecies, and that America and Britain are not at this 
day, running the road to greatneſs and glory in concert; and what 

is it but the want of patriotiſm that could induce this haughty na- 
tion, diveſted of every public virtue, of every boſom feeling, of 
_ every pretenſion to humanity, without apology or pretext to uſher | 
a ſtanding army, compoſed of vagrants, criminals and mercenarics 
into our r peaceful country. 


O My countrymen, it is the want of patriotiſm, that we are at 
this time called to weep over the wanton maſſacre of innocent 
men ; that this is not the only houſe of mourning ; that the 
fields of America have become devoted to war, and ſcenes of 
laughter familiar to her ſons ; that our oppreſſors yet perſiſt in their 
deſtructive ſyſtem of tyranny, and if their power was equal to their 
thriſt of blood, with the ſpirit of ambition by which they are now di- 
rected, would lead them to deſtroy and extirpate the whole human 
race. But thanks be to Heaven, that by the force of thoſe virtues . 
which they have diſcarded, we have nobly reliſted the attempts of 
tneſe eruel men, and the miſeries they have fo profulely dealt ont 
to us, are returning with additional vengeance upon their own 
heads. The danger of the iſſue is now paſt, and if we but retain 
the ſame patriotick ardor, with which we firſt defended our rights 
from the graſp of our enemies, they are every day in our power. 
We have every thing to hope - they on the other hand have every 
thing to fear. Youth, vigor and the invincible arm of juſtice are 
on our ſide :—The genius of liberty alſo is our advocate, who 
rhough perſeruted, hath never been conquered, In 
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In our day we are called to ſce a a laid waſte at the 
ſhrine of ambition; to experience thoſe ſcenes of diſtreſs which 
hiſtory. is filled with; but experience rivetts it's leſſons upon the 
mind, and if we reſolve with deliberation, and execute with vigor, 
we may yet be a free and flouriſhing people. Repine not too much 


at the ravages of war, nor murmur at the diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence. We oftentimes rate our bleſſings in proportion to the dif- 

ficulty of attaining them, and- if 'withont a ſtruggle we had ſecured ' 
our liberties, perhaps we ſhould have been leſs ſenſible of their 
valor. . Chaſtiſements in youth are not without their advantages. 
Bleſſings moſt commonly: ſpring from them in old age. They Icad 
us to reflect ſeriouſly in the hour of retirement, and to cheriſh + 
thoſe qualifications,, which are frequently loſt in the. glare ol! | 


| proſperity. 


— 


TAE important prophecy is ets comp d The riſing * 
olery:ofhhis weſtern hemiſphere is already announced, and ſhe is 


ſommoned to her ſeat among the natiens.. We have publicly de- 


clared ourſelves convinced of thedeſtruttive tendency, of ſtanding ; 
armies: We have acknowledged the. neeeſſity of public ſpirit and 
the love of virtue, to the happineſs of any people, and we profeſs 
to be ſenſible of the great bleſſings that low from them. Let us 
not then act unworthy. of-the reputable character we now ſuſtain: 
Like the nation we have abandoned, be content with freedom in 


form and tyranny in ſubſtance, profeſs virtue and practice vice, and 


convince an attentive world that in this glorious ſtruggle. for our 


lives and properties, the only men capable of prizing ſuch exalted 
| priviledges, were an illuſtrious ſet of keroes, who have ſeal'd theis/ 


principles 


* +* 


. vom. 
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principles wich their blood. Dwell, my fellow-ciiizens, upon. the 


preſent ſituation of your country? Remember that though our 


enemies have diſpenſed with the hopes of conquering, our land is 
not entirely freed of them, and ſhould our reſiſtance prove unſuc- _ 
ceſsful by our own inattention and inactivity, death will be far pre- 


ferable to the yoke of bondage. 


Lr r us therefore be till vigilant over our enemies. Inſtil into a 


our armies the righteous cauſe they protect and ſupport, and let 


not the foldier and citizen be diſtin characters among us. By our 
conduct let us convince them, * that it is for the preſervation of 


| themſclves and their country, they are now fighting ; that they 


equally with us arc intereſted in the event, and abandon them not 
to the inſatiable. rapacity of the greedy extortioner. 


/ 


Az a rewaad for our exertions in the great cauſe of freedom, we 


ate now in the poſſeſſion of thoſe rights and priviledges attendant. 
upon the original ſtate of nature, with the opportunity of eſtabliſh- 


ing a government f for ourſelves, independent upon any nation or 


people upon earth. We bare the experience of ages to copy from, 


advantages 


.®* 1 bas ever been "rhemg ht inconfiflent with peed policy and vv common ſenſe to cem · 


8 the ae of 4 country to men who have no intereſt in it's preſernation. 
Diod. Lib. 1. P. 67. 


| 7 The true Ii fait Fr pres State ir where the legiflative adheres firiftly to the la 
' of nature, and calculates every one of it's regulaticns for improving ſociety aud for 
promiling induftry and honeſty amen the prople, Home's Hill, vol. 2. p. 133» 
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din that have "WM denied to any who have eo before us. 
Let us then, my fellow-citizens, learn to value the bleſſing. Let - 

integrity of heart, the ſpirit of freedom and rigid virtue, be ſeen to 

actuate every member of the commonwealth. Let not party rage, 
private animoſities, or ſelf intereſted motives, ſucceed that religious 
attachment to the public weal which has brought us ſucceſsfully 
thus far; for vain are all the boaſted charms of liberty if her great- 
eſt votaries are guided by ſuch baſe paſſions. The tryal of our 
patriotiſm is yet before us, and we have reaſon to thank Heaven, 
that it's principles are ſo well known and defuſed. Exerciſe towards 
each other the benevolent feelings of friendſhip, and let chat unity 
of ſentiment which has ſhone i in the field, be n animating in 


our councils. 


REMENBER that proſperity is dangerous ; that though iucceſs- 
ful we are not infallible ; that like the reft of mankind we are ca- 
-Pable of erring. The line of our happineſs may be.traced with ex- 
actneſs, and ſtill there may be a difficulty in perſuing it. Let us 
not forget that our enemies have other arts in ſtere for our deſtruc- 
tion; that they are tempting us into thoſe ſnares, which after ſuc- 
ceſsful ftruggles, proved the ruin of the empires of the Eaſt, and 
let this ſacred maxim receive thedeepeſt impreſſion upon our minds, 
that if avarice, if extortion, if luxury and political corruption, are 
ſuffered to become popular among us, civil diſcord and the ruin of 
our country will be the ſpeedy conſequence of ſuch fatal vices, but 


ble patriotiſm is the leading principle, and our laws are contrived 
| with 
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with wiſdom and coca wich vigor, while induſtry, frugality and 
temperance are held in eſtimation, and we depend upon public ſpirit 
and the love of virtue for our ſocial happineſs, peace and affluence 
will throw their ſmiles upon the brow of the individual, our com- 
monwealth will flouriſh, eur land become the land of liberty, and 
AMERICA an n aſylum for the oppreſſed. | 


EN 
ERRATA. Page 16. in the marg. note, for prrentes read parentes ; an in the 
ſame ſection inſert qua before 72¹1. 
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